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The map of an Irish hell” lament-
ed The Irish Times on May 21st 
2009, referring to the report of 

from 1936 onwards. “It is a land of pain 

1  

after nine years of investigations and 
-

-

-
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-

John Jay Re-
port Report of the 
Deetman Commission in The Netherlands 

-
-

-
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reigned so long, others pointed to the 
-

-

-
-

-

-
-

paradigm of hegemonic memory 
and the paradigm of traumatic memory. The 

forgetting.

Paradigms of “social forgetting”
-
-
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deployed. Along with the growing pop-
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explanans instead 
of an explanandum -

-

-

-

-

-

) ar-
 

Why Life Speeds Up as You Get Older: How 
Memory Shapes Our Past, a diary and a 

). 

oeuvre de mémoire

).
 -

-
-

par-
adigms. 

paradigm of hege-
monic memory paradigm 
of traumatic memory

-
well’s novel 1984

for all rewriting history, having people 
and events disappearing into “memory 

-

other forms of hegemony.

essay Qu’est-ce qu’une nation—What Is a 
Nation?,  “Forgetting,” 

writer, 

-
gotten many things,
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-

-
-

Imagined Communities. 

“doit avoir oublié”, 
-

Ander-
son, 1991, 200). 

should have already for-
gotten

-

ibid,  

-
-

-

-
-

-
-

-

-

-
monies.

-

-
-

-

-
ma—originally emanating from postwar 
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). Cathy 

-

Testimony—Crises 
of Witnessing in Literature, Psychoanalysis, 
and History 
 -

-

repressed or even totally lost in amne-

-

collective 

-

2009). -
-

-
-

193-221). 
 -

in one way or another, from these two 

-
-

On the Plasticity of Memory 
-

-
-

-
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performative by their very nature

imply that they are void -
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the word “molded,” we do so to refer 

forms 

i.e. 

In other words, personal memories may 

a threat to the “integrity” of personal nar-
).

 In this sense personal memories are not 

mental representations, again and again, 
-

-
). 

-

 -

-

-

-
sations themselves are only a distant 

greatly depending on someone’s position 

-

-

).
 -

-

-

-
-

ing the listeners to partially or even wholly 

not to 

-
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Absent memories 
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in time, and to emerge at another.

-

Endlösung -

-
-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-
memoration, in 1963, the sign on the wall 

“memorial for the Jewish compatriots 
fallen 1940-1945”—

-

-
).

 

-
-
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manifold, to start with a general, deeply 
-

-
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-

-
-

 

-

). 

in 1965, of Ondergang, 

also with regard to the post-war years of 
).

 

-

-

-

-

 

-
tion of reality. -

-

 -

2005), 

-

-
-
-

lack 
of proper frames. After all, for personal, 

-

for transformation. If not, these private 
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may play a role in the emanation of mem-

and interrelationship, as well as their 

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

 
( ).
 -

-

-

-
-

-

narratives of the past.
-
-

-
ings of shame and embarrassment, for the 

-

-

-
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). Apart from the physi-

-

-

-

temporarily—hamper proper frames to 

-

-

-
-

a-soziale Elemente and other nutzlose Es-
ser

-

-

-

-
ies.9 -

-

from the sense that they had failed, or, 

well.
  

have indeed played an important role in 

that are not forgotten, was a conditio sine 
qua non -

-
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and the same applies to novels, history 
-

-

-
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see a.o. Craps 2012; Buelens, Durrant Eaglestone 
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Les 
cadres sociaux de la mémoire 

9 Cf. e.g. Nationalsozialistische Euthanasiever-
brechen. Beiträge zur Aufarbeitung ihrer Ge-
schichte in Sachsen

Work Cited

Acts 
of Memory: Cultural Recall in the 
Present

of New England.
Imagined 

Origin and Spread of Nationalism. 



Frank van Vree Absent Memories

11

the past. In Performing the Past. 
Memory, History, and Identity in 
modern Europe, 

Les formes de l’oublie, 

 
Nationalsozialistische 
Euthanasieverbrechen. Beiträge 
zur Aufarbeitung ihrer Geschichte 
in Sachsen. 

De 
Meelstreep, Terugkeer en opvang 
na de Tweede Wereldoorlog, 

Eaglestone, eds. 2013.  The Future 
of Trauma Theory: Contemporary 
Literary Criticism

Unclaimed Experience: 
Trauma, Narrative, and History. 

Postcolonial 
Witnessing. Trauma Out of Bounds. 

Confrontatie met 
de dood. Psychische gevolgen van 
vervolging

2003. Witness and Memory: The 
Discourse of Trauma. 

Why Life Speeds 
Up as You Get Older: How Memory 
Shapes Our Past. 

Strepen aan de hemel. 
Oorlogsherinneringen, Amsterdam.

Journal of 
Communication  

2009. The Empire of Trauma: 
An Inquiry into the Condition of 
Victimhood. 

Testimony – Crises of Witnessing 
in Literature, Psychoanalysis, and 
History. 

Frame analysis: 
an essay on the organization of 
experience. 

Bijdragen en Mededelingen 
betreffende de Geschiedenis der 
Nederlanden

Voormalige 
concentratiekampen. De 
monumentalisering van de Duitse 
kampen in Nederland. 

Rethinking 
History 

The Future of Testimony. 
 



Frank van Vree

12

Absent Memories

2011. The role of Conversations 

and Behavior. In Memory and 
the Future. Transnational Politics, 
Ethics and Society

Geschiedschrijving 
als opdracht. Abel Herzberg, Jacques 
Presser en Loe de Jong over de 
jodenvervolging

The Legacy of Nazi 
Occupation. Patriotic Memory 
and National Recovery in Western 
Europe, 1945-1965

Memory and Totalitarianism, edited 
 

The 
myth of repressed memory: false 
memories and allegations of sexual 
abuse

Japanese American 
internment during World War 
II: a history and reference guide, 

Qu’est-ce qu’une 
nation? 

Memory, History, 
Forgetting

Memory. Journal of European 
Studies 

Geschichte und ethische 
Konsequenzen für die Gegenwart. 

The Seven 
Sins of Memory. (How the Mind 
Forgets and Remembers). Boston-

Company.

Testimony. In The Future of 
Testimony, 

In de schaduw 
van Auschwitz. Herinneringen, 
beelden, geschiedenis, 

Centropa. A Journal of Central 
European Architecture and Related 
Arts  

Theory and typology. Information 
Design + Document Design 
62.



Frank van Vree Absent Memories

13

Responses
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intertwined with forgetting and, indeed, 
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theory of memory, on the other hand, 
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tion. Another important point is the so-
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and an ear that is listening, heeding and 
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who wish to move forward rather than 
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els are not so different from one another 

-



Frank van Vree Absent Memories

17

-

as the idea of the frame. None of these 
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